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Current Drought Conditions



2007 Precipitation
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Source: National Weather Service



2000 – 07 Precipitation
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Deficit:  14.2 inches



Drought Comparison
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Drought Severity
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Source: National Weather Service



Current Streamflow Conditions



French Broad R. Asheville (113 yrs)



French Broad R. Rosman (78 yrs)



Sites w/ 2007 Flows < 1998—2002 Flows



Comparison to Previous Droughts

French Broad River at Asheville



Ground Water



Blantyre Monitoring Well



Avery – Watauga Well Inventory
• Where are the productive 

formations?
• What yield can be 

expected?
• Are there water-quality 

concerns?
• What are pumping impacts 

on surface water?
• How much can be pumped?
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Drought Recovery



Drought Outlook
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Public Supply Withdrawals 
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Estimated Water Budget

• Rainfall – 47 inches

• Runoff at Asheville = 30 inches
• French Broad annual average = 1,300 mgd

� Minimum ~ 130 mgd
� Use ~ 46 mgd

• What is sustainable for SW and GW?
• Other uses

� Ecological needs
� Recreation
� Waste assimilation



USGS Drought Pages

Available at URL http://nc.water.usgs.gov/drought/
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