Non-Profits Join the Battle Against Invasive/Exotic Plants

Join Local Volunteers in Protecting Our Natural Resources 

Hot Springs, N.C. – Volunteers are needed to help protect our National Forest, the Appalachian Trail and the French Broad River from invasive/exotic plant species that are threatening the biodiversity of these special natural resources.

Come and learn how to identify invasive/exotic plants, understand their impact and even how to control them in your own yard, all while enjoying time with a diverse group of volunteers.  Then join in removing invasive/exotics along the French Broad River in the Hot Springs area. The effects of invasive plants can render land unproductive and incur massive drain on economic prosperity.  Annually, they cost the government billions of dollars and have been described by some as the greatest threat to forest biodiversity in the United States by disrupting and disturbing the natural ecosystem. 
*All participants will receive Invasive Exotic Plant Team T-Shirts.   
WHAT: 
Invasive/exotic plant education and removal
WHEN: 
July 27, 8:45-4pm



August 10 and 11


September 29, National Public Lands Day

HOW:

To register, please contact:
Lindsay Majer, Equinox Environmental, 828.253.6856

lindsay@equinoxenvironmental.com
WHO:
The Appalachian Trail Conservancy (ATC), Western North Carolina Alliance (WNCA), Southern Appalachian Man and the Biosphere (SAMAB), the National Park Service, the USDA Forest Service, and Equinox Environmental from Asheville, NC. 
(Made possible by a grant from the National Forest Foundation)


MEDIA CONTACTS:

Julie Judkins, Appalachian Trail Conservancy: 828.254.3708 jjudkins@appalachiantrail.org
For more information about the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, please visit: www.appalachiantrail.org
Bob Gale or Lee Strasburger, Western North Carolina Alliance:  828.258.8737 bob@wnca.org or invasives@wnca.org 
For more information about the Western North Carolina Alliance, please visit:
www.wnca.org
