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RiverLink Press Release

Date: April 24, 2007                                              

For Immediate Release
Subject: Name That Creek contest
Contact: Kathryn Blau, Volunteer Coordinator                

Phone: (828) 252-8474 ext. 118

E-mail: volunteer@riverlink.org
RiverLink announces the ‘Name that Creek’ contest winner!

(Asheville, NC) Earth Day is about stewardship of our natural resources, and this Earth Day, April 22, 2007, the residents of West Asheville gathered at Malvern Hills Park as stewards of a local nameless creek that runs through the park. 

The event was the culmination of a Name That Creek contest held by RiverLink, the local non-profit that spearheads the revitalization of the French Broad River watershed. Over 20 suggestions of names for the creek were received, and this Sunday local citizens convened to choose the most fitting name. 
RiverLink’s French Broad Riverkeeper, Hartwell Carson, spoke about the Name That Creek project and stream restoration plans for the creek. He then read the entries and their justifications and held a vote with the 30 community members present. 

The top three names were Buttermilk Creek (the headwaters are under a milk plant and the creek used to run white when milk was dumped into it); Horney Bottoms (J.T. Horney contributed land for the adjacent Horney Heights neighborhood and the park that the creek runs through); and Peace Creek (residents are starting a community garden called Peace Creek Gardens). 
After a close vote, the creek was unofficially dubbed Buttermilk Creek. Resident and RiverLink volunteer Doug Barlow explained why he voted for this name: "The milk company used to wash out their tank trucks, and all of that milky water washed into the storm drains and into the creek. Older residents living downstream can remember when the creek would have a buttermilk smell for weeks. Calling it Buttermilk Creek reminds us of the damage done in the past and why we need to protect this creek."

Local volunteers and students from Rainbow Mountain Children’s School in West Asheville will be doing a creek cleanup at Buttermilk Creek on May 11 at 11am.

If you know of a tributary of the French Broad River that is nameless, let us know! Starting with the unnamed creek in Malvern Hills Park in West Asheville, Riverlink is holding creek naming contests for tributaries throughout the French Broad Watershed. We are currently seeking submissions of creeks in North, South, and East Asheville. Send suggestions to volunteer@riverlink.org. 
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French Broad Riverkeeper Hartwell Carson reads the Name That Creek contest entries.





Kids playing in the newly named Buttermilk Creek.








