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RiverLink Press Release

Date: July 25, 2007                                              

For Immediate Release
Subject: Name That Creek contest
Contact: Kathryn Blau, Volunteer Coordinator                

Phone: (828) 252-8474 ext. 118

E-mail: volunteer@riverlink.org
RiverLink announces the second ‘Name that Creek’ contest winner!

(Asheville, NC) Last Saturday (July 21) about 33 people gathered at the Beech-Reems Creek Presbyterian Church for a community ‘Creek-naming ceremony’. The event was the culmination of the second Name That Creek contest held by RiverLink, the local non-profit that spearheads the revitalization of the French Broad River watershed. 

Over 20 suggestions of names were received for the nameless creek, which is a tributary of Reems Creek and the French Broad River. Entries included names like Barrett Creek (after the cove it runs through) and Little Hawk Creek (it runs through the Hawk’s Landing neighborhood).              

After a close vote, the creek was unofficially dubbed BIG BRANCH. A resident of Beech had managed to find a copy of the original State of North Carolina land grant deed of the cove, to a veteran of the Revolutionary War, and the "Big Branch of Reems Creek" was the original name. Resident and RiverLink volunteer Barbara Joshi said, “The deed is dated 1820, but we decided it's still the Big Branch, so that's what we'll call it. It seemed a good way to connect past and present, and to remind ourselves of the importance of our neighborhood stream.”
If you know of a tributary of the French Broad River that is nameless, let us know! Riverlink is holding creek naming contests for tributaries throughout the French Broad Watershed. We are currently seeking submissions of creeks in South and East Asheville. Send suggestions to volunteer@riverlink.org. 
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Community members gathered for a Creek-naming ceremony for the tributary of Reems Creek.





A cake illustrated the beautiful creek running through mountains and forest.








