[image: image1.jpg]il

\

-f ‘-.\

lh"

WWW.RIVE RLINK.ORG




RiverLink Press Release

Date: May 31, 2007
For Immediate Release
Subject: Waterkeeper Alliance conference
Contact: Hartwell Carson, French Broad Riverkeeper                

Phone: (828) 252-8474 ext. 114
E-mail: riverkeeper@riverlink.org
French Broad Riverkeeper Hartwell Carson will be attending the annual International Waterkeeper Alliance conference in New Orleans next week. For more information visit http://waterkeeper.org or www.riverlink.org. 
What is a Riverkeeper?

A riverkeeper is a private citizen acting as a resource to the community in finding solutions to water quality problems in the French Broad Watershed. The duty of the French Broad Riverkeeper is to monitor citizen concerns, educate the community about water quality problems, advocate compliance with environmental laws, and empower the people and governments throughout the French Broad River Watershed.
What does a Riverkeeper do?

The French Broad Riverkeeper is charged with advocating compliance with environmental laws, responds to citizen complaints, identifies problems which affect the any stream in the French Broad Watershed, and devise appropriate remedies to address those problems. 

Waterkeepers employ a variety of strategies to curb pollution, including: 
§ Monitoring water quality 
§ Investigating point and non-point pollution sources 
§ Attending municipal board meetings 
§ Educating and motivating the public to act on behalf of the water 
§ Participating in environmental scoping sessions 
§ Devising solutions to water quality problems

Why a Riverkeeper?

In the past, many individuals have contacted RiverLink in search of answers to resolving related issues in their own backyard.  RiverLink recognized the need and opportunity to develop a program that could serve the entire French Broad Watershed. Uniting with Water Alliance, RiverLink bought the license for the French Broad Riverkeeper program and employs a full-time Riverkeeper.

What is the Waterkeeper Alliance?


Waterkeeper Alliance connects and supports local Waterkeeper programs to provide a voice for waterways and their communities worldwide. To champion clean water and strong communities, Waterkeeper Alliance: 
1. Supports and empowers member Waterkeeper organizations to protect communities, ecosystems and water quality; 
2. Promotes the Waterkeeper model for watershed protection worldwide; and 
3. Advocates for issues common to Waterkeeper programs.

How many Waterkeepers Exist?

There are 156 Waterkeepers throughout the world, including Waterkeepers in Africa, Cananda, and Australia. The “keepers” are Riverkeepers, Baykeepers, Soundkeepers, and they all work to clean up their designated waterway.
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