Voices of the River Poetry Prompts
Objective
The Voices of the River contest encourages students to find their own voice through the inspiration of our local waterways. For the writing portion we hope to allow the students to explore this voice in the exploration and expression of poetry. By placing the subject in their hands Voices of the River works towards developing a deeper understanding and appreciation for the river and its surrounding watershed.
You are the river:

Goal: Students will create a poem imagining themselves as taking the role of a river, acting as the river as a living, breathing entity that interacts and talks with the world around it.
 
Execution: For younger groups a definition of personification should be explained, discussed, and/or decided upon (depending on previous knowledge) then written on the board as a constant reminder throughout the activity. After a definition is established and understood the teacher should give a few basic examples of personification and then ask for further examples from the class. When it is apparent they have a firm grasp on the concept the student should be asked to think of a river or a stream and give what they believe to appropriate personifications. These can be single word verbs or full sentences. The personifications given in this discussion should be written on the board as well. Once everyone has been given a chance to offer an example the students should be asked to produce a piece of paper and number it one through four leaving plenty of space in between each number. When they have this completed the following questions should be asked with enough time for the students to write down the question and their answers, or write their answers in complete sentences. 
1. As a river what is your morning routine like? 
2. As a river who are your friends and family?

3. As a river who are your enemies?


4. As a river what are your favorite things to do?

Once students have had time to write down their answers you may ask them to share part of their lists with the rest of the class. When the sharing is done they should be asked to take their lists and use their answers to write a poem from the perspective of a river or creek describing what a day in a river’s life would be like. The actual writing of the poem may be done in class or assigned to be taken home and turned in the next day. 
Build a scene.
    
Goal: To have students remember and record a fond or vivid memory of water as a poem.
Execution: Students will be asked what their favorite thing about water is and a class discussion should be held on the subject. Depending on the age group you may use a beach ball to hold a “popcorn” discussion in which the ball is passed around until everyone has had a chance to answer. When everyone has had the chance to put in their input the class will be asked to think of their favorite individual memory associated with water. If they cannot think of a memory they are allowed to make one up. Once all the students have had time to think of their memory they should be instructed to write down their memory in a single sentence (or two) on a piece of paper.
At this point students should place theses papers to the side and be a guided in a discussion on imagery, what it is and how it works in poetry. To begin this discussion the students should be asked what the five main senses are. These will be listed on the board as the students come up with them. After all of the senses are written on the board they will be asked to come up with words to fit each sense as a list is made in columns under each sense. When this is done the students will be asked to take the memories that they have written down and write a poem using each sense at least once to describe their memory (3 of the 5 senses for younger age groups).This may be done in class or taken home as  homework. Below are a few questions to use as a jumping off point if any students are having a difficult time getting started writing. 
    Is it hot or cold outside?
    What time of day is it? 
    Who is there with you?
    What type of sounds do you hear?
    Does your memory make you happy/sad?




Artifacts
    
Goal: To allow students to visit a local stream and become mindful of the many parts of the rivers ecosystem. 
Execution: Before being led to a nearby river/stream students should be led in a very brief discussion of what an artifact is. This should include examples of what artifacts can be and the importance of artifacts in understanding different cultures. Once a general understanding is reached the students should be instructed that they are to look for an “artifact” of the river when they get down to their destined river/stream. It should be explained that their chosen artifact should be something that is able to tell them something about the river (ie. a stone, leaf, fallen branch etc.) Once back to the classroom instruct students to place their artifacts on their desk and take a few minutes to inspect what they’ve brought back. While they are doing so tell them to be aware of all the details of their artifact and think about what role it played in the river system. The students will then be asked to write a poem about their respective artifact using sense detail and/or telling the story of their artifact.
River of Legends

Goal: To introduce students to some the folklore histories of the river and allow them to create one of their own.

Execution: For this activity students may be broken up into smaller groups or work together as one class (depending on class size). If split into groups each group should be given a different folklore legend about water and be asked to read their legend among the group. Once each group has had time to read their respective legend they will be asked to give a brief summary to the rest of the class of their legend. If the class is working together the teacher may elect to have students come to the front of the class and act out the legend that the teacher has chosen for this activity. Once all groups have shared their respective legend the students will be asked to think of a legend of their own for the river. They may write these either in poem or short story form and individually or in their groups. Below is a link to a wealth of legends that may be used for this activity.
http://web.archive.org/web/20021206071101/www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/loreindx.html
These are a few of the more appropriate legends for this activity:

Great Serpent and the Great Flood
How Fly Saved the River

Coyote’s Salmon

Coyote and Multnomah Falls
Stopping by the River


Goal: To introduce students to part of the poetry canon and give them a platform on which to create a great poem of their own. (This activity works better with upper grade levels)

Execution: Students will be given a copy of, or read from a projector, Robert Frost’s “Stopping by the Woods.” The teacher should allow a first impression interpretation from the class with a brief discussion following including the theme, message and tone of the poem. Once the class has been allowed to put in their input an explanation of the form should be led by the teacher outlining rhyme scheme, stanza construction and meter. Students should be asked what these elements of the poem do to help convey what the poem is trying to get across. After a class discussion of how the poem works within the given structural parameters the students will be asked to write a poem using the same form (Four quatrains following the same rhyme scheme) that relates to water. 
A Sense of the River

Goal: To allow students to interact with the river and gain a greater understanding and appreciation for it through poetry.
Execution: Students will be taken on a trip to a nearby river, tributary or stream with a journal in which they will be instructed to record as many observations as they can for each sense (They must have at least one for every sense minus taste). It may be explained that in addition to the senses they observe while near the water they may also write or draw anything they think is relevant to the river. They are also encouraged to use their imagination to think what an animal or any object near the river may feel in that environment. Once back to the classroom with their journals they will be asked to write a poem about nature using the imagery that they recorded while near the stream. You may require the poem to use each of the senses at least once for upper grade levels.  

