Voices of the River Poetry Prompts
Objective
The Voices of the River program encourages students to find their own voice. The writing portion of our program allows the students to explore alternative forms of expression through poetry. By placing the subject in their hands Voices of the River works towards developing a deeper understanding and appreciation for the river and its surrounding watershed. Encouraging the students to approach nature from their own personal perspective gives them an opportunity examine both the physical and personal aspects of the river while at the same time exposing them to the world of poetry.

You are the river.


Students will be asked to imagine themselves as taking the role of the river as a living thing that interacts and talks with the world around it. The following questions may be used to stimulate the students’ imagination and you may even allow them to make a list of their answers to get them started writing


What do you see first thing in the morning?


Do you sleep at night?


Who are your friends?


Who are your enemies?


What types of sounds do you hear?


If you can speak what do you say to the animals/trees around you?
Once they’ve had time to think what it would be like to be a river ask them to write a poem that describes what a day in a river’s life would be like.
Build a scene.


Have the students imagine a scene in or around a river. It can be a memory that they have of playing in the river with family or friends or it can be one that they’ve made up. It may help to have a class discussion where the students are allowed to share a few of the experiences that they’ve had with the river. Once they’ve had time to think of a scene that stands out to them instruct the students to write a poem in which they describe every part of the scene that they can using the following questions as a jumping off point.
 
Is it hot or cold outside?


What time of day is it? 

Who is there with you?


What type of sounds do you hear?

How do you feel?
Artifacts


Procedure: Take the students on a trip to a nearby river, tributary, or stream. Allow them to explore the surrounding area briefly and find an “artifact” to bring back to the classroom ie. a stone, leaf, fallen branch etc. Once back to the classroom instruct students to place their artifacts on their desk and take a few minutes to inspect what they’ve brought back. While they are doing so tell them to be aware of all the details of their artifact and think about what role it played in the river system. The students will then be asked to write a poem about their respective artifact using sense detail and/or telling the story of their artifact.
River of Legends

Students should be broken up into small groups and each given a different folklore legend about nature related around water (river, lakes, oceans). Once each group has read their respective legend they will be asked to give a brief summary to the rest of the class of their legend. Once all groups have shared their story the students will be asked to think of their own legend. They may write these either in poem or short story form. Below is a link to a wealth of legends that may be used for this activity.
http://web.archive.org/web/20021206071101/www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/loreindx.html

Stopping by the River


The Students will be given a copy of or read from a projector Robert Frost’s “Stopping by the Woods” with an explanation of the form including: rhyme scheme, stanza construction and theme. After a class discussion of how the poem works the students will be asked to write a poem using the same form (Four quatrains following the same rhyme scheme) that relates to water. 
A Sense of the River


Students will be taken on a trip to a nearby river, tributary or stream with a journal in which they will be instructed to record as many observations for each sense that they can. They must have at least one for every sense. It may be explained to them that what they log is not limited to what they feel, see, hear, taste, or smell while near the water on the short trip. They are also encouraged to use their imagination to think what they, an animal, or any object near the river may feel in that environment. Once back to the classroom with their journals they will be asked to write a poem about nature using imagery that elicits each of the senses at least once.  

