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Guest editorial by Karen Cragnolin
Region's water problems just can't be put off any longer
This isn't a dress rehearsal. Water, unlike oil, has no substitute.  We have a water crisis in WNC worse than the oil crisis.  The “what ifs” are coming true. Are we ready to deal with this changing paradigm of water – floods and droughts? Or will it continue to be business as usual ? We have choices - but not for long and not as many. For many years now , we have worried and worked for  clean water. In addition to the water QUALITY discussion---------now add the water QUANTITY discussion and fasten your seat belt.  Those supposedly “sometime in the future” worries are here, today, now.  

Last year was supposed to be the “year of the drought”  and now we find that the French Broad and Mills Rivers are flowing at 50 % of the 2007 levels! And have you seen our rivers? They look awful – chocolate brown like a milk shake with a dark foam crust. It's because 75% of the streams and creeks in the French Broad River watershed have declined in water quality for the first time since 1972 when the Clean Water Act was passed. 

Who would have guessed that the City of Hendersonville would be selling a million gallons of water a day from Mills River to Polk County? How many millions of gallons a day can this new water line transfer? Technically it isn’t an interbasin transfer until it reaches 2 million gallons a day.   Does anyone know what Polk County’s growth policy is?  Should we care?   Should Asheville, Madison County or Newport and Knoxville in Tennessee care or have a say?

Think about this --Henderson County, Buncombe County, the City of Asheville and our WNC delegation all have different ideas and lawsuits pending or threatened about our water; who owns it and how it is managed ?   And now the governor has asked for new absolute power to transfer water from and to anyplace he decides needs it. 

Is there a blueprint for our region’s shared water use? Do we need to get a discussion going at the grass roots level?   If there is a plan for our water in the French Broad River watershed, what is it? This isn’t a dress rehearsal. 

